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kOl’.KRT RlDr.W/W, 

Citmtor of f he ! )ej'iniiiiail of Birds. 

For the ]R’ivileoc of examining and rc])ortinfi: ui)oii a small but very 
iiit<*reslino- (joiiecjtioii ol' birds IVom tliat remarkably jirolilic eouiitry, 
tin' aiitluM’ is indebted to the eoui tesy of the Director of (heCosta Kiea 
Kalioiial Miiseiim, Sr. Anastasio Alfaro. 

With their usual liberality, the authorities of the above mentioned 
institution have ])resented all tyt>e specimens to the D. S. National 
jMiisenm. 

1. Mimus gilvns (Vicill.). 

An adult example from I<]1 Zarcero (altitude about 7,000 feet), collected 
i\lareh 1, 1887. by Mr. Jose (J. Zele<1ou, is apparently identical with the 
('olnmbian bird. Length (skin), !).S0; win”, J.O.a ; tail d. 1(5 (<;ra«lnation, 
1. JO) ; exposed cnlimMi, 0.78 ; tarsus, 1..‘15; middle toe, 0.90. White on 
inner web of outer tail feather 1.55 in extent along' shaft. “Iri.s ])ale 
dirty yellow.’* 

2. Oreothlypis gutturalis (Cab.). 

A young female may be described as follows: 

Younij female (No, 2110, jMusco Nacional de Costa Kica, Achiote, C. 
]{., July 27, 18885 A. Alfaro): Above dull ])lumbeousgray, with a 

triangular patch of l)lack 011 the back, a.s in the :idnlt: chin, throat, and 
chest ]>ale dingy bnlf, the feathers grayish, white beneath the sui'face, 
their b:isos deei)er grayish; rest of under ]>ar(.s whitish medially’, 
gi-ayish laterally. 

3. Eucometi.'J enssini ^T.awr. ). 

yountj (No. 3.JOO, jUnseo N;icional de Costa Itica, Jimenez, C. K., 
August 10, 1880; A. Alfaro): ]\Iuch duller in color than the adult, with 

none of the yellowish olive-green on top of the head, which is the same 
eolora.s the bade, with a very faint tinge of oli\'c on tin* occiput ; breast 
and sides merely tinged with olive-green, the middle line of the breast 
and belly being dull biownish bull', tiu' under (ail-coverts l)rowii(M’; 
forehead and lores h“ss black than in the adult. Otherwise, the general 
coloration is similar to that of the adult. 
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4. Platypsaiis aglaiae obscurus, siihsp. iiov. 

Sulisr. CHAR: Adult mule similar to tlm I of hypophwnsj^ 

bill under parts darker anteriorly, tlie feathers of the throat and chest 
still darker centrally, iiroduciu^’ ainndistiuct spotted or scaled ajipear- 
aiu'c; lirst primary with a small white spot at base of inner web; adult 
female similar to that of agUiicv latirostris^ lint smaller. 

Adult mule (type. No. IJ. S. National .Museum, dimemv., 

(]osta Uica, Febi uary 4, 18bl; Alfaro iS: (Jarranra): Pileum and hind 

ne<*k j;4ossy, sli;»’htly ^j;r(‘enish, black, becomin*’* dull sooty blackish on 
antm'ior jiortiou of fondiead and nasal i)lumcs; rest of iipjier ])arts dark 
slate-color, approacliing slate black on the interscapular region, the 
edges of the remiges and greater wing-coverts more grayish slate; 
scapulars with a considerable [lart of their concealed portion pure white, 
showing wherever the feathers are disarranged. Under ]>arts deeper 
slate-gray, somewhat darker anteriorly, where, on the throat and chest, 
each feather has a dusky slate central spot, i)rodncing a somewhat 
sipiaimited appearance. Lores dull slate-gray, but ear-coverts glossy 
slate-black. Upper mandible black, lower dark plumbeous; legs and 
feet grayish black (plumbeous in Iif(‘‘?). Length (skin), 5.(55; wing, 
3.50; tail, li.50 ; exposed culmen, 0.G2; tarsus, 0.80; middle toe, 0.55. 

Adult female su[)posed to be this si>ecies, but possibly latirosfris — 
(No. 131332, U. S. National iMuseum, dimenez, Oosta Mica, ^larch 30, 1801; 
Anastasio Alfaro): rileum dull slate-black, becoming dull brownish 
gray anteriorly ; rest of ui)i>er j>arts clear rufous-tawny (a little darker 
than in J\ latirostris)^ the tii)S and a cousideiable portion of inner 
w(d)s of ])rimaries dusky. Ear-coverts, sides of neck, sides, and Hanks 
tawny-ochraceous (paler p(;stei*iorly) ; rest of under parts pale tawny- 
bnlf (gradually blending into the deeper color of the lateral ])ortions), 
the chin almost white. Upi)er mandible l>lack; lower mandible and 
feet i)lumb(‘ous; iris very dark brown. t Length (skin), 0.00; wing, 
3.25; tail, 2. 10; cx]>osed culmen; 0.02; tarsus, 0.80; middle toe, 0.50. 

1 at lirst identilied this bird as I\ homoelu'ous {SA.)fn\t upon reexam- 
ination find that it can not be that species, if correctly (lescril)ed and 
ligiired. I\ ho}noelirous^ as described, is larger (length, 7.00; wing, 
3.70; tail, 3.00), and lacks the dark spotting on the throat and chest, 
while the 1‘emale has the pileum rusty, like the back, instead of con- 
spicuously slate-blackish. 

In tluvse Proceedings,'’ Vol. V. p. 307, 1 referred a female Jdatypsaris, 
collected by Mi‘. C. O. Nutting at La Palma, on the west coast of Costa 
Pica, to homoclirous^ though ex[)ressing strong doubts as to the cor- 
rectness of the identiiication. J am now convinced that the specimen 
in (piestion is referable to I\ latirostris (Bonap.), specimens of which, 
r(*i)res(‘nting both sexes, were subseipiently obtained by the same 



* So(^ Proce(‘(lings page IG7. 
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gciitlciimn OFi tlie isliuid of Omcteiu‘c, in Luke Nicarag'nn.* The \ai 
Palma «])ceimen a^rc(‘s minutely in coloiiUion with tlie female from 
Omete])ee, the only difleiHUiee worth mentioning;’ beiii^ the vei‘y slii>htly 
darker eolor of the ])ilenm. In size it is somewhat less, though not so 
much so as the female from »Jiinenez, described above. 

5. Picolaptes gracilis, Kidgw.t 

A specimen (male) collected by Mi’. Alfaro at (Jobiadc Salinas July 0, 
1890 (No. dOSo, ^luseo Nacional de Oosta Pica), is much like the type of 
this sui)])Osed s])ccies, birt has the ground color of the anterioi’ ui)p(‘r 
parts (back included) browner, with the dusky streaks margining the jFale 
median streaks (piitc obsolete on the back, these pale streaks being 
also more fulvous. The ground color of the under ])arts is also j)aler. 
The bill is exactly the same length, measured both from the nosti il and 
from the base of the culmen, though it seems longer; but it is some- 
what stouter, as well as less distimdly curved. 

I have now little doubt that both these specimens are young birds 
of P. compresfiHs, and not a distinct species. 

6. Scytalopus argentifioiis, sp. iiov. 

Sp. CnAR: Adult male (No. 12I821), U. S. National Museum, Yolcan 
de Irazu, Costa Rica, April 23, 1891; Anastasio Alfaro): Forehead 
and anterior portion of crown silvery gray; | hind neck, back, and 
scaimlars dusky brownish slate-color; wings similar but a very little 
bit more brownish, the tertials having indistinct rusty terminal mar- 
gins; lower back dusky brownish, changing to a more rusty brown on 
rump and upj)er tail -coverts— only the tips of the feathers thus colored, 
however, their entire concealed portion being uniform leaden slate- 
color; tail uniform dusky brownish slate, like wings. Head (except 
as already described) and under parts as far back as the belly, plain 
dull slate-color, paler, or in fact inclining to whitish, on middle of the 
belly and having a hoary or silvery cast about the head in certain 
lights; tlutfy llauk-featheis clear mummy brown, marked with rather 
broad curved bars of blackish; femoral and anal regions similar, but 
ground color paler (nearly cinnamon); under tail-coverts light tawny- 
brownish, iiFdistinctly barred with dusky. Under surface of the wing 
plain dusky brownish giay, the edges of the remiges pale drab. Rill 
l)lack; tai'si brownish black on outer side, light olive on innei* side 
toes light horn-color oi‘ olive. Length (skin), 4.30; wing, 2.15; lail 
1.00; exposed culmen, .45; tarsus, .80; middle toe, .08. 

"'Cf. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mas., \^)1. vi, ]>p. a'ja, :594. 

tProc. U. S. Nat. Mils., ^^)l. xi, Sept. 20, 1S80, p. 51*2. 

} Uufortnnali'b' tbo whole hinder crowu and oceijmt havo been shot away; but 
another specimen (sex n<^T determined) has these parts dull brownish, the feathers 
slaty on the basal portion. 
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.rmojY/ (iSTo. 121330,* Volcan de Ii-azu,May 1801; Aiiastasio Alfaro): 
Above dusky brown (neai’ly clove-brown), caeli featber with a more or 
less distinct subterniinal n or semicircular bai- of bistre or sepia 

brown, the nimp and up[)er tail-coverts with more regular as well as 
much more distinct bars of a light tawny-brown; wings much browner 
than in the adult, the greater coverts and tertials witli rather indistinct 
tawny-brown tips; chin and throat jiale grayish, mixed with buff, pass- 
ing laterally into uniform brownish gray on sides of neck and malar 
region; ear-coverts nnifonn slate dusky; chest dull brownish gray, the 
feathers of median portion indistinctly tipped with dull huffy grayish; 
breast and belly dusky, consi)icuonsly Sipiamatcd with buff; Hanks, 
under tail-coverts, etc., as in the adult. Length (skin), 4.40; wing, 1.1)5; 
tail, 1.50; exposed culmen, ,43; tarsus, .80; middle toe, .08. 

Anotln'r adult (iSTo. 5419, Miiseo Hacional de Costa liica, same local- 
ity, etc.), is essentially like the one described, its measurements being 
as follows : Length (“ iTiummied” specimen), 4.25; wing, 2.05;- tail, 1.48; 
expo.sed culmen, 0.45; tarsus, 0,80; middle toe, 0.08. 

The only Colombian species with which I have been able to compare 
this are aS'. firiseieoUiti (four specimens) and S. analift Lafr. It agrees with 
the latter in general style of coloration and in the very long and strong 
hind toe and claw, but is much smaller, has a slenderer bill, with less 
curved outlines, and is furthermore distinguished by the silvery luster 
to the i)lnmage of the head, esi)ecially on the forehead. 

The discovery of a spec-es of this Antarctic and Andean family at a 
locality north of the Isthinus of Panama is a notable event, for the 
achievement of which Mr. Alfaro deserves congratulations. 

7. Chloronerpes caboti (Jl.'ilh.). ? 

An ai^parently immature male specimen differs from undoubted 
adults of C. eahoU from both Costa Pica and ITonduras in its generally 
darker and duller coloration. It may be described as follows : 

Immature male {'^ 0 . 540(>, Museo Nacional de Costa Rica, Jiim5i>ez, 
C, R., March 28, 1891 ; Anastasio Alfaro) : Above, j)lain greenish olive, 
brightest on the lower back, but nowhere n))i)roaching the bright tawny- 
olive of the adult; whole crown and occiput, superficially, red, as in 
the adult, l)ut the color le.ss bright ; pale siibauricular space much less 
distinct than in the adult; lower parts dull olive, altogether less bright 
and tawny or oleagineous than in the adult, “Bill black; iris dark 
brown; feet slate-gray,” Length (skin), 0.20 ; wing, 3.30; tail, 1,82; 
culmen, ,82; tai’sus, ,08. 

8. Tiogoii masseim Gould. 

Two adult males, one from Pacuare (No, 1591, M, N, C, R., IMay, 1870, 
J. C, Zeledon), the other from Jimenez (No. 3948, M, N. C. R., Decem- 
ber 24, 1889, George 1C. Chcriae), are remarkably different in the color- 

*N(). fvllT, Mu.seo Nacioiiiil do Costa Rica. 
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ing of tlie metallic i)orti<»iis of tlie plumage. Tlie latter, which Mr. 
(Jherrie writes is the eommon or ju'evailiiig type in Costa Rica, has no 
shade of blue aii^'where, the tail ami back being in fact decidedly 
brou/y, other ))ort ions (head, neck, chest, rump, and u|>per tai!-e.(»vei ts) 
being briglit bioiizc-gieen. Tlie other specimen has the green every- 
where of a decided bluish east, becoming almost blue on the rump, 
upper tail coverts, and himl-neck. There arc apparently no other <lif- 
ferences beyond those which may be attributeil to ordinary individual 
variation. The two birds certainly look like distiuet si>ecics, but on 
comparing a considerable series of siiecimeus it is .seen that they merely 
represent extreme variations of one bird, as the following will show: 

No. ol) tS, M usco Nacional de Costa Rica, d imenez, Costa Jtica. bronze, 
green, with back and middle recti iees bronze. 

No. 3t7(), iMuseo Nacional d«‘ Costa Rica, same locality. Rronze- 
green, with back more bronzy. 

No. l.^OO, ]Museo Nacional de Costa Rica, Naranjo, Costa Iviea. Rroiize- 
green, tlu; back more bronzy. 

No. Museo Nacional de Cr>sta Rica, I’acuare, Costa Rica. Rlu sh 
green, becoming gieenish blue on rump, u[)pcr tail-coverts, and hind 
neck. 

No. .'klSTd, U. IS. National ^luseum, Turrialba, Costa Rica. Ruie 
green, tinged with bronze on scapulars. 

No. .'nSlMl, IJ. S. National .Museum, Angostura, (Josla Rica, bronze, 
green, upper tail-coverts abruptly bluish green, and scapulars mixed 
with bronze feathers. 

No. (»‘J080, IJ. S. National Mnseuiu, Veragua. Rronze-green, mixed 
with clear green on the runii». 

No. U. S. National Museum. Ranama. Clear green, becoming 

bi’onze-greeii on scapulars and across lower back. 

No, KllJTO, U. !S. National ^Museum, J.os Sabalos, Ni<‘aragua. bronze- 
green, mixed with bronze on back and scapulars. 

No. lUO-dl, U. S. National ^luseum. tjan I'edro vSula, llonduras. 
bronze, becoming bronze-green on head, rump, and uppi'r taii-eoverts. 

No. IL'Ol*.*)!!, 17. S. National Museum, same locality. Similar to No. 
I lion.') I, but a little greener. 

No. lOJ.oT, (J. S. National .Musmun, Crreytown, Nicaragua. Clear, 
green, more bluish ou head, scapulars mixed with bronze, back tinged 
with bluish green, and upper tail-coverts abruptly bluish green. 

No. rtU.“)r)0, LI. S. National Museum, Cuatemala. I »ronzt‘-gieen, more 
bronzy on scapulais, clear green ou head, and longer upper tail-eo\ lu ts. 

.An adult IVmiale from Rozo.AznI (No, Aluseo Nacional de Costa 

Rica, l>ec(Muber 1, ISSo, d. C. Z<>ledon) diilei’s nmiarkably from all others 
I hav(‘ seen in ha viug t luMuitire bill black, the under mandible <piile :is 
uniform and deep black as the upper, instead of orange or oraiigc-ivd 
(drying dull yellowish). An immature female (No. ddUOti, II. S. National 
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IMuseuin, S.ui Mateo, Api il, 1800, J, Cooper) lias the lower inaiuliblo 
dusky brown, but sliowing a lightenin'^' of eolor at the tip and base. 

A young male in transition plumage (Xo. 3170, ]\ruseo Xaeional de 
Costa Kiea, Jimenez;, August 18, 1883, A. Alfaro) may be described as 
follows: Pileum briglit metallic grass-green ; hind neck, back, and 
scapulars metallic olive-green or bron/a'; rump and upper tail coverts 
metallic grass-green ; six middle tail feathers bronz;y purplish black, 
their outer webs edged with bron/.e-green, this occupying nearly the 
entire outer web of the middle pair of rectrices, the inner webs of which 
have a copper-bronze luster in the proper light; three outermost pairs 
of rectrices black, tipped (for about .25-.30 of an inch) with vrliite, and 
narrowly barred with white along the edge of the outer web (entirely 
across near the white terminal spot, and Jimch more distinct, as well as 
extending much farther toward the base on the outermost feather). 
Secondaries dull slate-black, margined and irregularly barred with dull 
light buff. Breast and anterior portion of sides light ash-gray barred 
or undulated with darker. U[>per mandible blackish, with basal half 
of cutting-edge orange. 

9. Trogon auraiitiiventris CJould. 

A male from the Yolcan do Irazu (No. IMiiseo Xacional de 

Costa Rica, lUay 21, 1891) and a female from Cartago (Xo. 5328, IMay 30, 
1891) differ from all the specimens of T. aiimntiiroilris \n the U. S. Xa- 
tional IMu.scum collection in the color of the under parts, which in the 
male is ])urc orange and in the female a pale orange, instead ofsaturn- 
led, reddish orange, or salmon-color. 1 am not able to detect any other 
dillereiices, however. 



10. Accipiter siibniger (Vicill.). 

— “A Hints (Lath.),” and “.t siipercUiosHs (Liiiu.).” 

An adult male from (Ireytown, Xicaragna (Xo. 5115, IMiiseo Xacional 
de Costa Rica, June 15, 18i)0, Anastasio Alfaro), measures as follows: 
Length (skin), 8.50; wing, 5.15; tail, 3.90; culmen, 0.42; tarsus, 1.58 
(unfeathered portion, 1.08); middle toe, 1 05. Iris, crimson ; bill, black; 
feet, cadmium yellow ; solos of toes, Indian yellow.” Four black bands 
on tail. 



